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MR. RODDY STINSON, 

SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS NEWS, 

SAN ANTONIO, TX.78205 

DEAR RODDY: 

APRIL 11, 1994 

I COULD NOT MISS YOUR PLEA FOR HELP" PLEASE HELP ME GIVE YANKS 

CHILI RECEPTION". 808 AND ANN ANGEL, TWO OF THE MOST AFFECTIONATE­

HOSTS IN SAN ANTONIO HAVE AGREED TO HAVE WILLIAM COLCLASURE ANO HIS 

LOVELY WIFE ARLENE AS GUESTS IN THIER HOME TO TASTE SOME SAN ANTONIO 

CHILI. THE COUPLE ARE MEMBERS OF SEVERAL CHILI CLUBS ASSOCIATED WITH 

CASI. 

SOMEHOW I THOUGHT THE "CHILI-BEANS" DISPUTE WAS SETTLED LONG 

AGO. AS I RECALL ONE OF THE FIRST WORLD INTERNATIONAL CHILI COOKOFFS 

WAS IN 1967 AT TERLINGUA, TEXAS. TWO COOKS COMPETED, WICK FOWLER, A 

WAR CORESPONDENT FROM AUSTIN, TEXAS ANO H. ALLEN SMITH, A BRAGGART 

NEWS MAN FROM NEW YORK CITY. HE SAID" NOBODY KNOWS MORE ABOUT CHILI 

THAN DO I II C.A.S.I. MEANING CHILI APPRECIATION SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

WAS FOUNDED AROUND 1952 AND IN 1964 IT INSTALLED CHAPTERS AROUND THE 

WORLD. SOMETIME IN THE EARLY 70S CHAPTERS WAS CHANGED TO PODS AND THE 

SAN . ANTONIO CLUB WAS THE SECOND POD TO BE NAMED. 

THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CHILI CDOKOFF SPONSORED BY CASI WAS IN 

1967 ANO THE REFEREE FRANK TOLBERT WHO HAO HELPED ORGANIZE THE AFFAIR 

HAO TO DECLARE THE CONTEST A DRAW BECAUSE THE THIRD JUDGE TASTED SMITH'S 

CHILI FIRST ANO WENT INTO CONVULSIONS ANO WAS NEVER ABLE TO TASTE FOWLER'S 

CHILI. YOU SEE HALLIE STILLWILL, A DISTANT RELATIVE OF SMITH ONLY HAD 

TO TASTE A PINTO BEAN FROM HIS CHILI AND SHE VOTED FOR SOUPY SMITH. SHE 

THEN ATE APLENTY FRO~FOWLERS MAGNIFICENT CHILI. 

IN 1968 "WINO" DE SILVA COOKED AGAINST FOWLER AND WITH SOME HELP 

FROM HIS CALIFORNIA FRIENDS AS JUDGES WON THE CHAMPIONSHIP. IN 1969 

C. V. WOOD CAME FROM CALIFORNIA AND AGAIN BEAT FOWLER WITH ALL SORTS 

TRICKS ANO GIMMICKS. WICK FOWLER FINALLY WON THE CHAMPIONSHIP IN 1970 

WHEN THE JUDGING RULES WERE IMPROVED. 

IN 1973 JOE OE FRATES FROM SPRINGFIELD, ILL. WON THE CHAMPION­

SHIP. HE HAO LEARNED TO COOK CHILI FROM HIS FATHER WHO WORKED IN A 

DALLAS PUB THAT SERVED CHILI. MR. DE FRANTES HAD HOOKED UP WITH A WEST 

COAST GROUP. IN 1975 HE WON THE I.C.S. CALIFORNIA CHAMPIONSHIP. HE 
CALLED HIS CONCOCTION" CHILLY" EXPLAINING THE DOUBLE LL. 
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WITH TWO CHAMPIONSHIPS MR. JOE DE FRATES RETURNED TO SPRINGFIELD AND 

DECLARED HIS STATE THE CHILI CAPTIOL OF THE WORLD.HE OPENED A CHILI 

PARLOR AND STARTED SELLING CANNED CHILI. 

SINCE 1975 ABOUT 19 CASI COOKS HAVE RECEIVED CHAMPIONSHIPS, 

TOLBERT-FOWLER MEMORIAL HAS NAMED 10 CHAMPIONS AND I.C.S HAS NAM.ED 

ANOTHER 17 or 18. WITH ALL OF THESE CHAMPIONS SINCE JOE WON. COME ON 

SPRINGFIELD THE CHILI CAPTIOL OF THE WORLD. NO WAY 

SAN ANTONIO AND TEXAS ARE RICH IN THE HISTORY OF CHILI. SOMEWHERE 

I READ THAT THE DEFENDERS OF THE ALAMO LIVED OFF ARMADILLO CHILI DURING 

THE BATTLE IN 1836. WHEATHER THIS IS FACT DR FOLKLORE I DO NOT KNOW. 

WHAT I DO KNOW IS THAT THE TEXAS TRAILDRIVERS ATE LOTS OF CHILI STEW 

ON THE CATTLE TRAILS TO KANSAS. IN THE 1860s, 1870s AND INTO THE 1880s 

THOUSANDS OF LONGHORNS WERE DRIVEN UP THE TRAIL BY TEXAS COWBOYS TO 

KANSAS MARKETS. TH[;_ J::l_A_!,JGI; COOKS WHO THE COWBOYS ALWAYS NAMED WITH SUCH 

TITLES AS "VINEGAR JOHN" "GRUB WORM" AND "KITCHEN SALLIE" COOKED A CHILI 

STEW USING BEEF OR BUFFALO MEAT AND WILD SPICES ALONG THE TRAIL. AS TIME 

WENT ALONG THEY _WOULD GATHER OREGANO, ASSORTED WILD PEPPERS, GARLIC AND 

WILD ONIONS AND REPLANT ALONG THE TRAIL SO A SUPPLY WOULD BE AVAILABLE 

THE NEXT YEAR. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT . THE TEXAS TRAILDRIVERS WERE VERY 

IMPORTANT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHILI. 

NOR SHOULD WE FORGET THE" CHILI QUEENS" OF SAN ANTONIO WHO 

OPERATED FROM ABOUT 1870 TO 1943. THEY MADE CHILI IN _THIER _HOMES AND 

TOOK IT TO THE STREET SQUARES, KEPT IT HOT WITH MESQUETE WOOD FIRES 

AND SOLD IT BY THE DISH TO THE PUBLIC. -- ---
WOLF BRAND CHILI CANNED AND SOLD MORE CHILI THAN ANYONE. WITH 

HEADQUARTERS IN CORSICANA, TEXAS THEY STILL USE A RANGE COOK RECEIP. 

CHILI POWDER WAS INVENTED EITHER CLINTON PENDERY OF FT. WORTH OR 

WILLIAM GEBHARDT OF NEW BRAUNSFELS TEXAS AND BOTH ARE STILL IN 

OPERATION .. THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE ADOPED CHILI AS THE.OFFICIAL DISH 

OF TEXAS IN 1977. 

I CAN ARRANGE FOR JUDGE ROY BEAN (JOHN COLLINS) TO ISSUE THE 

GUESTS AN HONORARY CITIZEN OF TEXAS PROCLAMATION DURING THIER STAY 

IN TEXAS. 

SINCERLY 

JOE SMITH, CASI REGrONAL REFEREE 

2209 LA MANDA BLVD 

SAN ANTONIO, TX. 78201 

(210) 344-1116 
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